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• The Advancing Kidney Care (AKC) 2026 Collaborative was established to drive improvements in 

kidney health and the provision of public sector kidney services in Queensland.  

• There are three Streams of work under AKC2026: Clinical, Funding and Information. 

• The Clinical Stream promotes patient and carer engagement in the design and delivery of kidney 

services and this stream enabled the development of The Queensland Health framework for 

delivering quality care to people with kidney disease (The Framework). 

• The Framework describes the care that patients should receive, regardless of where they live in 

Queensland. It is designed to inform the AKC2026 Funding and Information stream and may also be 

used by a broader public health service audience and people affected by kidney disease. 

• The Framework was created by seven clinical working groups. Membership of the working groups 

included kidney specialists, nurses, consumers, general practitioners, allied health professionals 

and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers from across Queensland. Each working 

group was led by a senior Queensland Health kidney specialist. 
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The Queensland Health framework for delivering quality care to people with kidney disease 

was endorsed in August 2019. 

Clinical stream working group engagement (January to July 2019)  
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The Framework includes seven chapters:  

▪ Chronic kidney disease 

▪ Vascular access (haemodialysis) 

▪ Haemodialysis 

▪ Peritoneal dialysis 

▪ Kidney transplantation 

▪ Kidney supportive care 

▪ Acute kidney injury 

 

Each service description has four sections:  

Quality statements: 

These are concise, explicit statements outlining the level and 

quality of healthcare which patients with kidney disease 

should receive. They may apply to a specific step in a 

pathway or to the overall delivery of kidney care. Quality 

statements are linked to quality measures to enable objective 

measurement against these statements.  

Quality measures: 

There is a need for objective measures of the quality 

statements. The AKC2026 Information Stream is developing 

a digitally integrated kidney care data source informed by the 

Frameworks’ quality measures. 

Patient pathways:  

Standardised patient pathways describe the usual steps 

involved in providing patient care. The patient pathways serve 

as a guide to build resource profiles, and leverage quality 

statements and measures.  

Resource profiles:                                                                                       

These profiles describe what resources should be provided at                                                                                    

each step in the pathway, in what care setting, and by what 

staff. The resource profiles also inform the AKC2026 Funding Stream. 

 

What’s next?  

The AKC2026 Collaborative recognises that not all Hospital and Health Services (HHSs) are currently 

able to provide access to the care described in all chapters of the Framework. More detailed information 

is required on the current cost, activity, resourcing and provision of kidney care services to compare 

against the Framework, identify if, and where, there are any gaps, and develop recommendations to begin 

to bridge these gaps.  

The AKC2026 Collaborative plans to undertake a mapping and gap analysis of existing kidney care 

services against the care described in the Framework between October 2019 and May 2020, with 

reporting of the outcomes of the gap analysis planned before the end of 2019-2020. 

For further information please contact us on 3646 6836,  

or email AKC2026Collaborative@health.qld.gov.au,  

or visit us at: https://clinicalexcellence.qld.gov.au/priority-areas/service-improvement/advancing-kidney-

care-2026  
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