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Chronic disease and infection: 
Potentially preventable 

hospitalisations 



National Hospital Morbidity Database , 2014–15 

Chronic disease and infection: potentially preventable  
hospitalisations 

Data item Range across SA3s per 
100,000 people Times difference 

Times difference 
excluding top and 

bottom 10% 
Number over one year 

1.1 COPD 63 to 990 15.7 3.3 66,250 

1.2 Heart failure 90 to 632 7.0 2.1 55,511 

1.3 Cellulitis 102 to 1,262 12.4 2.9 59,466 

1.4 Kidney/ urinary tract 
infections 

140 to 899 6.4 2.2 73,277 

1.5 Diabetes complications 52 to 601 11.6 2.8 43,737 



  

COPD 
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Heart Failure 



Kidney and Urinary Tract Infection 



Diabetic complications 



Cellulitis 



International Comparison 



How does Australia compare to other OECD countries? 



OECD hospital discharges (rate per 1,000 population)  



Prevalence of overweight and obese among OECD 
countries 

(percentage of population) 



Adult smoking rates 2000 and 2015 



Consultations skipped due to cost 
(2016 or nearest year) 



Prescribed medicines skipped due 
to cost (2016 or nearest year) 



Unmet Care needs due to cost 
by income level 2006  



A good map is worth a thousand 
words…it produces a thousand 
words:  
it raises doubts, ideas. It poses new 
questions, and it forces you to look 
for new answers. 

Moretti F. Atlas of the European novel 1800-1900. London: Verso, 1998. 



 
 
 

Questions? 



Point of optimality: after a certain level 
of investment health gain may decline 

From Muir Gray  



Consultation 

Over 150 individuals and organisations consulted 
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